The Escazu Agreement

Saint Lucia: The Road Towards Ratification!
(Kate Wilson December 8, 2020)




2018: Saint Lucia Joins talks!

The Department of Sustainable Development (DSD)which houses the
National Focal Point for th&scaztAgreement takes the lead on all issues
pertaining to the said Agreement

Saint Lucia joined the'” Round of negotiations on thEscaztAgreement inBuenos
Aires, Argentinaand actively participated in all efforts inclusive of all online Webinars
and meetings hosted by ECLAC towards the formulation of the Agreement.

Public Awareness Committeeformed within the DSD chaired by is Legal Office (with
representation on that Committee by the Communications and Advocacy Officer of the
Saint Lucia National Trust (SLNT) M&rettaCooksCharles and the Multilateral
Environmental Agreement Project Coordinator Danielle Gordon)to spearhead the

education and sensitization nationwide and to engage various stakeholders on the essence
of the Agreement and the need for signature by Saint Lucia.



Regional Efforts by Saint Lucia

A Saint Lucia attends negotiations in San Jose, Costa Rica which culmi
In the endorsement and adoption of tHescaztAgreement on March 4,
2018.

Press Release on February 28 to March 5, 2018 Meeting in Costa Ric

publishedin all major newspapers on the island and on the OECS Commission webs
which feeds over 1000 counterparts in LAC so coverage was extensive. These can be
accessed in the press room archives of the OECS Commission available online. Radio
television news items were also done on this event and can be accessed fac¢beok

page of the various media houses, the Government Information Service/ National Tele
Network website and on You Tube, as well as the various social media platforms of the

Department of Sustainable Development

Presentation on the Agreement made at the official launch of the National Environmen
Information Systems (NEIS) to varied stakeholders held at the Royal Saint Lucian Hote
August 2018. (available on Facebook); Three PSAs produced and played at prime tim
DBS Television and GIS/NTN. Available on all media platforms and the OECS Commis
pressroom archives (plgysa.




Pre-Signature Efforts

PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN GATHERS MOMENTUM!

TheDaily Buzz on Choice TWith OnekaMcKoyand Amin Flood (can be accessed at the
Facebook Page of the Choice TV Saint Lucia Network).

The First_ets Talkprogrammein collaboration with the Communications Unit of the
Ministry of Education hosted by Chi$atney(access on You Tube)

News Briefswith major television stations nationwide like DBS ( with ABousque}, HTS,
MBC (feature with Jade Brown)

I

Town Hall Meetingsin Vieux Fort, Soufriere, and
Schools (infant and primary)in Patience, Micoud,
Desrisseaux

Saint Lucia signs the Agreement on September 27,
2018 in New York when Agreement is opened for =
Signature.



Post Signature Efforts:

A Concept note developed and approved by DSD to conduct robust media
campaign towards prompt ratification of the Agreement:

Activities included:

-EscazDesk at the Public Exhibition held at Castries town hall to celebrate Busi
month. News items on that available online.

-The Agreement promoted during the National Independence Parade ( DSD
collaborates with Fisheries Department to highlight the SDGs, Marine plastic
pollution and the importance of access rights.

-First anniversary of the MarchEscazwadoption celebrated on the March 4, 2019
with a comprehensive release published by and available on the OECS
Commission Pressroom archives, and several media houses and social med
platforms.

- Saint Lucia attends the'8 Meeting of the Forum of the Countries of LAC in Chilg
(April 2226, 2019). DiGale.T.CRigobertandTeshialn. Baptiste (NEIS).

- Presentation on the&escazuAgreement at the launch of the NAP and SSAPs (FA




Post Signature Efforts (contd.)




