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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 
 

Place and date of the meeting 
 
1. The preparatory meeting for the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Regional 
Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in 
Latin America and the Caribbean (Escazú Agreement) was held in virtual format on 4 March 2024.1 
 
2. The meeting was organized by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(ECLAC), in its capacity as Secretariat of the Escazú Agreement. 
 
 

Attendance2 
 
3. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States Parties to the Escazú Agreement: 
Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Chile, Ecuador, Guyana, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia and Uruguay. 
 
4. Representatives of Brazil and Colombia, countries signatory to the Escazú Agreement, also participated. 
 
5. Also attending were members of the Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance and 
elected representatives and members of the public. 
 
 

Chair 
 
6. The meeting was chaired by Uruguay, in that country’s capacity as Chair of the Presiding Officers. 
 
 

B. PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 
 
 
7. The purpose of the meeting was to further examine the items that would be addressed at the third 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Escazú Agreement, to be held at ECLAC headquarters in 
Santiago from 22 to 24 April 2024. 
 
 
  

 
1  See the recording at [online] https://acuerdodeescazu.cepal.org/cop3/en/precop.  
2  See the list of participants in annex 1. 
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C. AGENDA 
 
 
8. The agenda of the meeting was as follows: 
 

1. Opening session. 

2. Agenda and organization of work of the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties to 
the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in 
Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean (Escazú Agreement). 

3. Draft decisions: 

– Draft decision on the action plan on human rights defenders in environmental matters. 

– Presentation by the coordinating countries of the open-ended ad hoc working group on 
human rights defenders in environmental matters.  

– Other draft decisions. 

4. Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance. 

5. Other matters. 

6. Closing session. 
 
 

D. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
 
Opening session (agenda item 1) 
 
9. At the opening session, statements were made by Marcelo Cousillas, Head of the Legal Department 
of the Ministry of the Environment of Uruguay, in that country’s capacity as Chair of the Presiding Officers; 
Irene Murillo, elected representative of the public; and Carlos de Miguel, Officer in Charge of the 
Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division of ECLAC. 
 
10. The Head of the Legal Department of the Ministry of the Environment of Uruguay, in his capacity 
as Chair of the Presiding Officers, said that 2024 marked the sixth anniversary of the adoption of the Escazú 
Agreement, a regional milestone and source of pride worthy of celebration. The purpose of the preparatory 
meeting was to further examine the items to be addressed at the third meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties, in particular the consideration and adoption of the action plan on human rights defenders in 
environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean.  
 
11. The elected representative of the public said that issues related to human rights defenders in 
environmental matters had been emphasized since the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties and 
would be a central theme of the third meeting. She recognized the intensive efforts of both the open-ended 
ad hoc working group on human rights defenders in environmental matters, coordinated by Chile, Ecuador, 
and Saint Kitts and Nevis, and the general public, as well as the many individuals and organizations that 
had contributed to the public consultation process on the action plan, which had produced a robust draft. 
She thanked the Secretariat for providing the participatory forums and looked forward to the adoption of 
the action plan by the Conference of the Parties at its third meeting. 
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12. The Officer in Charge of the Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division of ECLAC 
said that it was important that countries make progress towards ratifying or acceding to the Escazú 
Agreement. Active participation at the national and international levels was necessary to effectively 
implement access rights. ECLAC was committed to the Escazú Agreement, as illustrated by the 
strengthening of the Observatory on Principle 10 in Latin America and the Caribbean,3 a clearing house for 
information. He invited regional and international stakeholders to increase cooperation and the sharing of 
experiences. The topics addressed in the Agreement would be highlighted at the high-level political forum 
on sustainable development and at the seventh meeting of the Forum of the Countries of Latin America and 
the Caribbean on Sustainable Development, to be held in April 2024. He thanked all those who had 
contributed to the preparations of the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties and emphasized the 
need for broad stakeholder participation. 
 
Agenda and organization of work of the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Regional Agreement 
on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and 
the Caribbean (Escazú Agreement) (agenda item 2) 
 
13. The provisional agenda and organization of work of the third meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties were presented.  
 
14. With regard to the provisional agenda, a representative of the Secretariat said that it was 
responsible, pursuant to rule V.1 of the rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties,4 for the 
preparation of the documents for the meetings of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies, in 
consultation with the Presiding Officers, including background documents and the provisional agenda. He 
reminded participants that the provisional agenda for the third meeting was already available, as the 
provisional agenda must be distributed at least eight weeks prior to the meeting to allow adequate time for 
preparation and decision-making.5  
 
15. There were seven items on the provisional agenda of the third meeting. Item 1 would address 
organizational matters, including the adoption of the agenda and the review of credentials of State Party 
representatives, which delegations must submit in advance. It was recalled that Presiding Officers would 
be elected as the current term of office would expire at the end of the third meeting. Items 2 and 3 concerned 
the presentation of the report of the Presiding Officers and the Secretariat and the reports of the Committee 
to Support Implementation and Compliance. Item 4 concerned the consideration and adoption of the action 
plan on human rights defenders in environmental matters. Item 5 concerned national implementation of the 
Escazú Agreement. Item 6 would address other matters, and item 7 concerned the adoption of decisions. 
 
16. The organization of work included the activities of the third meeting, to be held from 22 to 24 April, 
as well as additional activities to be held through 26 April. It was noted that the consideration of items at 
the meeting would not necessarily follow the order in which they appeared on the provisional agenda and 
could extend over non-consecutive sessions. Activities on the first day of the meeting would include the 
opening session and a special session on the Escazú Agreement and International Mother Earth Day, as 
well as preparatory meetings and a session of the Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance. 
The subsequent days would be dedicated primarily to the seven agenda items, with special sessions to 
address specific substantive matters. The decisions agreed during the third meeting were expected to be 

 
3  See [online] https://observatoriop10.cepal.org/en.  
4  LC/COP-EZ.1/4. 
5  LC/COP-EZ.3/1. 
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adopted on the final day. After the third meeting, a meeting of the Committee to Support Implementation 
and Compliance and other complementary sessions would be held on 25 and 26 April.  
 
17. During time allotted for questions on the agenda and organization of work, a member of the public 
asked about the activities to be held on 25 and 26 April. The Secretariat explained that those activities 
would be held subsequent to the closing session of the third meeting and included meetings of the 
Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance, workshops and discussion groups on issues related 
to the Agreement. Information would soon be made available on the Conference website.6  
 
18. The delegation of the Plurinational State of Bolivia raised the matter of that country’s proposal on 
decision I/3, submitted to the Conference of the Parties at its first meeting, and asked when the results of 
the consultation on that proposal would be shared. In response, the Chair said that the proposal had been 
circulated and had undergone consultations in accordance with decision I/3, and the results would be shared 
at the third meeting under item 2 of the provisional agenda on the reports of the Presiding Officers and the 
Chair. The delegation said that the Plurinational State of Bolivia had an alternate proposal regarding the 
Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance, which it would transmit to the Secretariat in a 
timely manner for consideration under item 6 of the provisional agenda on other matters.  
 
Draft decisions (agenda item 3) 
 
19. The following draft decisions proposed by the Presiding Officers for consideration by the 
Conference of the Parties at its third meeting were presented, having been distributed eight weeks in 
advance of the meeting in accordance with the rules of procedure:  
 

1. Draft decision on the action plan on human rights defenders in environmental matters in 
Latin America and the Caribbean 

2. Draft decision on national implementation 

3. Draft decision on national focal points of the Parties  

4. Draft decision on mainstreaming the gender perspective  

5. Draft decision on the election of Presiding Officers  

6. Draft decision on the next meeting of the Conference of the Parties  
 
20. The Chair gave an overview of each draft decision. He highlighted the draft action plan in 
particular, which the open-ended ad hoc working group had prepared in accordance with the mandate 
established in decision I/6, adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its first meeting. The Presiding 
Officers had put forward a simple text containing preambular paragraphs in which the Conference of the 
Parties recalled the mandate and drafting process, and operative paragraphs in which it adopted the plan, 
expressed thanks, decided to maintain the working group with a new mandate to monitor and evaluate the 
plan and to report to the Conference of the Parties, also decided to continue to hold regional forums on 
human rights defenders in environmental matters every two years beginning in 2025, and invited the Parties 
to help to implement the plan and to leverage synergies. The plan would be annexed to the draft decision. 
 
  

 
6  See [online] https://acuerdodeescazu.cepal.org/cop3/en. 
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21. The coordinators of the open-ended ad hoc working group, namely the Chief of the International 
Affairs Office in the Ministry of the Environment of Chile and the Head of the Environment and Sustainable 
Development Office in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Human Mobility of Ecuador, presented the plan 
and reported on the drafting and consultation process.  
 
22. They said that the draft action plan was already available on the website of the third meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties. The origins of the plan lay in article 9 of the Escazú Agreement and in the 
mandate established by the Conference at its first meeting, where it had agreed to establish an open-ended 
ad hoc working group on human rights defenders in environmental matters to prepare a draft for 
consideration at the third meeting. The draft was prepared in multiple phases, which had included working 
group meetings, annual forums, in-person and virtual consultations, and meetings with key institutions and 
stakeholders. Regarding the public participation strategy, the consultation period on the draft from 
November 2023 to January 2024 had elicited 816 survey responses, the majority of which were received 
through the participatory platform of the regional public mechanism maintained by the Secretariat of the 
Escazú Agreement.7 Additional in-person consultations had been held at annual forums and meetings with 
various institutions. 
 
23. The draft had been revised and improved on the basis of the comments received. The background 
section had been improved to specify that the action plan would be complementary to and operate in synergy 
with the functions of the Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance. The section on approaches 
and principles had been improved to specify that the cross-cutting implementation of gender, 
intergenerational, intersectional and intercultural approaches would be encouraged, and special 
consideration would be given to persons or groups in vulnerable situations, as defined in the Agreement. 
Additional revisions included specifying that content in the Observatory on Principle 10 in Latin America 
and the Caribbean related to persons, groups and organizations that promote and defend human rights in 
environmental matters would be strengthened, promoting the dissemination, accessibility and 
understanding of the Agreement. In addition, the work and contribution of human rights defenders in 
environmental matters would be publicly recognized, helping to develop a culture that fosters a healthy 
environment. The State and the public would seek to create a culture of recognition for those engaged in 
environmental protection, and communication and awareness-raising measures would be adapted to the 
social, economic, cultural and geographical characteristics of the public. A new line of action had been 
added to foster exchanges and partnerships between States and human rights defenders to advance in the 
recognition of their work. Further revisions included specifying that support and technical assistance would 
be provided in accordance with national contexts and specificities, and that existing prevention, protection 
and punishment mechanisms would be strengthened. Clarification had been given as to the nature of justice 
officials and it had been stated that materials would be prepared in different formats and languages, with 
clear and understandable content, and disseminated in an accessible manner, to inform, provide training 
and raise awareness on the contents of article 9 of the Escazú Agreement. Lastly, several meetings had been 
held with States Parties to inform them of the changes and solicit their views.  
 
24. The draft action plan was structured to include an introduction, a section on the background and 
content of article 9 of the Escazú Agreement, sections on the objective and implementation time frame of 
the action plan, a section on approaches and principles and, lastly, a section on priority areas and strategic 
measures. The priority areas were as follows: (i) area A, knowledge creation, the objective of which was to 
create more knowledge, raise awareness and disseminate information on the situation, rights and role of 
persons, groups and organizations that promote and defend human rights in environmental matters in 
Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as on the existing prevention, protection and punishment 

 
7  See [online] https://publicoescazu.cepal.org/en/folders/human-rights-defenders-consultation-process. 
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instrument; (ii) area B, recognition, the objective of which was to publicly recognize the work and 
contribution of persons, groups and organizations that promote and defend human rights in environmental 
matters, helping to develop a culture that fosters a healthy environment, the strengthening of democracy, 
access rights and sustainable development; (iii) area C, capacity-building and cooperation for national 
implementation of the action plan, the objective of which was to contribute to the formulation and 
implementation by institutions of various laws, policies, plans, programmes or measures at the national, 
subnational or other levels for the recognition, protection and promotion of the rights of persons, groups 
and organizations that promote and defend human rights in environmental matters; and area D, evaluation, 
follow-up and review of the action plan, the objective of which was to implement measures for evaluation, 
follow-up and review within the framework of the institutional architecture of the Escazú Agreement, in 
accordance with the principles of transparency and accountability.  
 
25. In the ensuing discussion, the delegation from the Plurinational State of Bolivia thanked the 
coordinators of the working group for the draft action plan, which would be fundamental to the 
implementation of article 9 of the Escazú Agreement. The national government would transmit its 
comments in a timely manner for their consideration. The delegation suggested strengthening the 
recognition of Indigenous Peoples and local communities as caretakers of the earth, and proposed the 
creation of multi-sectoral platforms, with the active participation of those groups, and capacity-building for 
social organizations. It also suggested considering the inclusion of the term “social organizations” in the 
action plan and addressing the vulnerable situation of certain groups.  
 
26. The delegations from Mexico and Argentina welcomed the draft and the efforts of the working 
group, the Secretariat and the public. In light of the regional outlook, it was critical that the Conference of 
the Parties adopt the plan at its third meeting, with a view to contributing to the implementation of article 9 
of the Escazú Agreement. 
 
27. A member of the public asked if revisions could still be made to the plan. The Secretariat said that the 
proposal had been put forward by the coordinators and that the final decision would rest with the Conference. 
 
28. The Chair presented the remaining draft decisions. The draft decision on national implementation 
was based on the objective of the Escazú Agreement established in article 1 thereof, and on article 4, 
paragraph 3; article 13; and article 15, paragraph 5. It aimed to address the implementation of substantive 
areas of the Agreement. In that regard, the text emphasized the key role of capacity-building and 
cooperation for implementation, called for progress in national implementation of the Agreement to 
continue, welcomed the plans and road maps on which States Parties had worked, highlighted the role of 
the Observatory on Principle 10 as a clearing house and welcomed the implementation guide, and thanked 
the Secretariat and other stakeholders for their support. In the decision, all Parties were also invited to 
establish implementation plans as soon as possible, no later than 2026 or two years after entry into force in 
a given Party, as appropriate. Lastly, Parties were encouraged to contribute to the Voluntary Fund and other 
stakeholders were encouraged to provide financial resources.  
 
29. Regarding the draft decision on national focal points of the Parties, the text was in response to the 
need to codify and formalize the contact points of each State to facilitate communications between the 
bodies of the Agreement and that State. The text draws on other multilateral environmental agreements and 
had been tailored to the Escazú Agreement. The draft decision listed some of the functions to be performed 
by focal points, including: receiving and submitting communications, submitting national implementation 
plans, representing the State at meetings and supporting the dissemination of documents within their States. 
The draft decision also included an annex with a form to be used for designating or updating focal points. 
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30. The draft decision on mainstreaming the gender perspective had been announced at the first and 
second meetings of the Conference, and several States had underscored the need to address the topic in the 
context of the Escazú Agreement. The draft underscored the principles of equality and non-discrimination 
of the Agreement, the importance of taking into consideration persons and groups in vulnerable situations, 
and article 7, paragraph 10 of the Agreement, which also provided for the adaptation of participation to the 
gender characteristics of the public. The draft decision also highlighted the significant role played by 
women in the negotiation and implementation of the Agreement. In the draft, the importance of the 
integration of the gender perspective in matters related to the Agreement was recognized, and Parties were 
urged to continue to incorporate that perspective and to promote the content of the Escazú Agreement in 
other international and regional forums, with mention made of the need to incorporate the gender 
perspective in the protection of human rights defenders in environmental matters. It was also requested that 
the progress made continue to be recorded in the Observatory on Principle 10 and that Parties periodically 
report to the Conference. Lastly, thanks were expressed for the support provided in that regard. 
 
31. The draft decision on the election of the Presiding Officers was similar to the one that had been 
adopted at the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties. It was recalled that, pursuant to decision I/2, 
Presiding Officers had been elected for the first and second ordinary meetings of the Conference. Rule VII of 
the rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties provided that, at the second and subsequent ordinary 
meetings of the Conference of the Parties, a Chair and four Vice-Chairs should be elected from among the 
Parties present at the meeting in question, giving special consideration to the need to ensure adequate 
geographical representation of the Parties and gender balance among representatives. The Presiding Officers 
would be elected in line with those provisions. The Chair said that all Presiding Officers in office were willing 
to serve a new term. The election of the Presiding Officers would take place at the closure of the third meeting 
of the Conference, as the end of their term coincided with the conclusion of the meeting. 
 
32. Lastly, the Chair referred to the draft decision on the next meeting of the Conference, and it was 
tentatively proposed that the meeting be held from 22 to 24 April 2026. Parties wishing to host the meeting 
were invited to express their interest. If no offers were received, the meeting would be held at ECLAC 
headquarters in Santiago. 
 
33. Next, the floor was opened for comments and questions on the five draft resolutions. The delegation 
of Saint Lucia said that its comments had been submitted to the Secretariat via email. The elected 
representative of the public said that a letter had been sent to all the focal points, on behalf of the elected 
representatives of the public and the working group of the public, containing an analysis of the draft action 
plan along with 10 key points for consideration. She added that the draft decision on gender mainstreaming 
was of critical importance for the public.  
 
34. The delegation of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, referring to the draft decision on national 
implementation, suggested including wording to the effect that that plans and road maps would be drafted 
by the Parties, given that the Agreement was to be implemented by States. The existing conditions in each 
country should also be taken into consideration. The delegation also suggested the addition, in the draft 
decision on national focal points, of paragraph allowing for focal points to participate with a voice in the 
work and meetings of the Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance. Regarding the decision 
on mainstreaming the gender perspective, the delegation noted the importance of including the concept of 
dismantling the patriarchy, which was a vision that implied the mainstreaming of a wide range of issues. 
The delegation would submit its comments in writing. 
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35. The delegation of Brazil inquired whether observer States like Brazil, which had yet to ratify the 
instrument but were part of the region, could also designate focal points. A representative of the Secretariat 
replied that the draft decision referred to the focal points of States Parties, but that it was common practice 
for the 33 States of Latin America, which were listed in annex 1 of the Agreement, to designate focal points. 
Doing so facilitated communication with the Secretariat, in particular with regard to ratification and 
adherence processes in the respective States and the dissemination of the Agreement, as well as other 
aspects that could arise in the context of the Conference of the Parties. 
 
Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance (agenda item 4) 
 
36. The Chair recalled that the members of the Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance 
of the Escazú Agreement had been elected at the second meeting of the Conference, an extraordinary 
meeting held in Buenos Aires in April 2023. The Committee could hold meetings both before and following 
the third meeting of the Conference. 
 
37. The Chair of the Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance of the Escazú Agreement 
said that, upon their election, the members of the Committee had focused on establishing their working 
modalities, with significant participation of the public, paying particular attention to national capacities and 
circumstances and with support from the Secretariat. She noted that a process of dialogue and consultation 
had been established with other similar Committees, such as the Compliance Committee of the Aarhus 
Convention, human rights committees, and several governmental and non-governmental organizations in the 
region. In November 2023, the second meeting open to the public had been held, at which the overall content 
of the working modalities had been presented. In December 2023, a draft document had been shared with 
States Parties and the elected representatives of the public for their observations. Later, in January 2024, 
a preliminary meeting had been held to present the document to the States Parties and receive their 
comments. In February 2024, the document had been sent to the regional public mechanism and posted to 
the ECLAC web page for comments.  
 
38. The Committee had also actively participated in events such as the Second Annual Forum on 
Human Rights Defenders in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Panama, 
and was designing, with support from the Secretariat, a virtual platform that would enable the Committee 
to fulfil its functions and mandate. In closing, the Chair of the Committee said that on Monday 22 April, 
the third meeting, at which it was expected that the working modalities would be adopted, would be held 
in-person at ECLAC headquarters and streamed live. A further meeting, to be held in-person on Thursday, 
25 April and which would also be livestreamed, to provide a detailed explanation of the working modalities 
and the virtual platform. 
 
Other matters (agenda item 5) 
 
39. The delegation of Chile announced that it would present a proposal for consideration at the third 
meeting of the Conference, entitled “Exchanging experiences, building capacity, and cooperation for the 
implementation of article 6, paragraph 4 of the Escazú Agreement”, which referred to the establishment of 
a pollutant release and transfer register for air, water, soil, subsoil and other materials and waste. The 
purpose of that proposal was to strengthen Parties’ capacity to generate environmental information that 
could serve as the basis for appropriate decision-making, which should involve the participation of the 
public, as set forth in the Escazú Agreement. 
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40. The delegation of the Plurinational State of Bolivia inquired whether the working modalities included 
the proposal regarding the Committee’s functioning submitted by that country. A representative of the 
Secretariat recalled that the working modalities were not an official document of the Conference but rather an 
internal Committee document. The Chair of the Committee reiterated that the draft working modalities had 
been circulated to States Parties in mid-December 2023, and that subsequently, a meeting had been held in 
mid-January, at which no comments had been received from the Plurinational State of Bolivia, while other 
States Parties had submitted observations. She underscored that the document had been prepared in strict 
compliance with decision I/3, adopted at the first meeting of the Conference.  
 
41. On that point, the delegation of the Plurinational State of Bolivia said that a more flexible 
mechanism should be found to advance the implementation of the Agreement, increase the visibility of 
stakeholders, including the private sector, and improve the effectiveness of coordination between the 
Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance and governments. Those observations would be 
presented in a constructive manner at the next meeting of the Conference of the Parties, for consideration 
under the agenda item on other matters, along with a draft decision that would enable discussion on the 
country’s proposal. 
 
42. The Chair underscored that the two documents related to the Committee to Support Implementation 
and Compliance of the Escazú Agreement were different. The first was the Rules relating to the structure 
and functions of the Committee, as set forth in decision I/3 of the first meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties, which included the proposal submitted by the Plurinational State of Bolivia at that time. The other 
contained the working modalities of the Committee, prepared by the Committee itself, pursuant to the 
mandate established in the aforementioned rules. It was important to note that the documents differed in 
their origins, purpose, drafting and procedural aspects. All States and the public had had the opportunity to 
participate in both processes, but it those differences must be borne in mind to ensure that mandates and 
procedures were respected. 
 
43. The representative of the Secretariat also reminded participants that there was a dedicated website 
for the third meeting of the Conference, containing up-to-date information, including the programme and 
any new developments, in the official languages of the Conference (Spanish and English). Although the 
meeting of the Conference would be in-person, all sessions would be webcast, and participants were invited 
to register with the regional public mechanism to receive all relevant information. Registration for in-person 
attendance at the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties was also mentioned. Parties must register 
and submit the credentials of their delegations in order to attend and participate in decision-making. With 
regard to registration for the public, the Secretariat was obliged to apply the rules of procedure and ensure 
compliance with the rules on participation. Only those participants who had received an email approving 
their registration would be able to attend in person. Registration was non-transferable, and identification 
and the registration email must be presented for entry to ECLAC premises. The Secretariat would strive to 
ensure equitable geographical representation. The representative also said that a call had been issued for 
academic papers on the themes of the Conference and mentioned the possibility of holding official side 
events, details of which would be posted to the website of the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 
In closing, the representative of the Secretariat welcomed the active participation in the Escazú Agreement 
and invited all present to contribute in whichever capacity they were participating. 
 
44. In response to a question from a member of the public on the selection process for the academic 
papers, the representative of the Secretariat said that there had been a high level of interest, several concept 
notes had been received and the papers would be selected once the deadline for submission had passed.  
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Close of the meeting (agenda item 6) 
 
45. The Chair thanked the open-ended ad hoc working group on human rights defenders in 
environmental matters, in particular its coordinators, for their work and expressed hope that the preparatory 
meeting would facilitate the adoption of the related decision. He welcomed the significant interest shown 
by the public, who were central to the Agreement and had supported the entire process. He encouraged 
continued engagement not only in the Conference, but also through the channels provided for in the 
Agreement, especially through the elected representatives of the public, in order for needs and requests to 
be coordinated. He thanked the Secretariat and the Presiding Officers for working in a spirit of cooperation. 
In closing, he expressed his conviction that the objective of the third meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties, to be held in Santiago, would be achieved, with the support of all States Parties, the public and 
other relevant stakeholders.  
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Annex 1 
 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS1 
 
 

A. Estados Partes del Acuerdo de Escazú/ 
States parties to the Escazú Agreement 

 
 
ANTIGUA Y BARBUDA/ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Nneka Nicholas, Ministry of Legal Affairs, Crown Counsel II, email: nneka.nicholas@ab.gov.ag 
 
ARGENTINA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Corina Lehmann, Directora, Dirección de Asuntos Ambientales, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, 

Comercio Internacional y Culto, email: digma@mrecic.gov.ar 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Carmen Rivero, Dirección de Asuntos Ambientales, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores,  

Comercio Internacional y Culto, email: qrv@mrecic.gov.ar 
– Maria Fernanda Ruano, Subsecretaría de Ambiente, Asesora, email: mfruano@ambiente.gob.ar 
– Carmen Rivero, Dirección de Asuntos Ambientales, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores,  

Comercio Internacional y Culto, email: qrv@mrecic.gov.ar 
– Viviana Zara, Ministerio del Interior, Asesora, email: vzara@ambiente.gob.ar 
– Augusto Paz, Director Nacional, Subsecretaría Ambiente Nacional, email: apaz@ambiente.gob.ar 
– Alan Nacul, Secretario, Dirección de Asuntos Ambientales, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, 

Comercio Internacional y Culto, email: enx@mrecic.gov.ar 
 
BOLIVIA (ESTADO PLURINACIONAL DE)/BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Patricia Guzmán, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, email: patricia.guzman.cabello@gmail.com 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members:  
– Betty Flores, funcionaria, Ministerio de Justicia, email: bfloresdlaw@gmail.com 
– Gimena Borges, Tribunal Agroambiental, Secretaría General de Presidencia,  

email: gborges@organojudicial.gob.bo 
– Osvaldo Torrico, Director General de Derecho Internacional, Ministerio de Justicia y Transparencia 

Institucional, email: osvaldo.torrico@justicia.gob.bo 
  

 
1  The information contained in this list is as supplied by the participants themselves, in the register provided for 

the meeting. 
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– María Tereza Garron Yucra, Magistrada, Tribunal Agroambiental, email: terezagarron@homail.com 
– Bolivia Delgado, Profesional de coordinación en la formulación de la política exterior, 

Vicepresidencia del Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia, email: boliviadelgado1993@gmail.com 
 
CHILE 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Constance Nalegach, Jefa, Oficina de Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio del Medio Ambiente, 

email: cnalegach@mma.gob.cl 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members:  
– Camila Flores, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, email: cflorese@minrel.gob.cl 
– Mónica Martínez, Punto focal subrogante, Analista de sustentabilidad, Oficina de Estudios  

y Políticas Agrarias (ODEPA), email: mmartinez@odepa.gob.cl 
– Paula Fuentes, Oficina de Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio del Medio Ambiente,  

email: pfuentes@mma.gob.cl 
– Tamara Villanueva, Consejera, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, email: tvillanueva@minrel.gob.cl 
 
ECUADOR 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Juan Diego Stacey Chiriboga, Director de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sostenible, Ministerio de Relaciones 

Exteriores y Movilidad Humana, email: jstacey@cancilleria.gob.ec 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Daniel Vargas, Primer Secretario, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Movilidad Humana,  

email: dvargas@cancilleria.gob.ec 
– Nuvia Besilla Renteria, Asistente de Cooperación Internacional, Ministerio de Ambiente,  

Agua y Transición Ecológica, email: nuvia.besilla@ambiente.gob.ec 
– Holger Zambrano, Director de Educación e Información Ambiental e Hídrica para la Transición Ecológica, 

Ministerio del Ambiente, Agua y Transición Ecológica, email: holger.zambrano@ambiente.gob.ec 
 
GUYANA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Niomi Alsopp, Legal Officer, Environmental Protection Agency, email: nalsopp@epaguyana.org 
 
MÉXICO/MEXICO 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– María Fernanda Cámara, Directora para la Agenda Verde, Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores,  

email: mcamara@sre.gob.mx 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Sergio Ricardo Hernández Ordoñez, Asesor, Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores,  

email: srhernandez@sre.gob.mx 
  

mailto:CNalegach@mma.gob.cl
mailto:PFuentes@mma.gob.cl
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NICARAGUA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Norma González, Ministerio del Ambiente y de los Recursos Naturales, email: asesor@marena.gob.ni 
 
PANAMÁ/PANAMA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Francis Barría, Abogada, Ministerio de Ambiente, email: fibarria@miambiente.gob.pa 
 
SAINT KITTS Y NEVIS/SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Derionne Edmeade, Director, Department of Environment, email: derionne.edmeade@gov.kn 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Eric Browne, Forestry Officer, Department of Environment, email: chizme_21@yahoo.com 
 
SANTA LUCÍA/SAINT LUCIA 
 
– Kate Wilson, Legal Officer, Department of Sustainable Development, email: kate.wilsonS@govt.lc 
 
URUGUAY 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Marcelo Cousillas, Director del Área Jurídica, Ministerio de Ambiente,  

email: marcelo.cousillas@ambiente.gub.uy 
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Alberto Miguel Márquez Pizzanelli, Primer Secretario, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores,  

Medio Ambiente, email: alberto.marquez@mrree-gub.uy 
 
 

B. Países signatarios del Acuerdo de Escazú/ 
Signatory countries of the Escazú Agreement 

 
 
BRASIL/BRAZIL 
 
– Adriano Freitas, Auditor Federal de Finanzas y Control, Contraloría-General de la Unión,  

email: adriano.freitas@cgu.gov.br 
– Cristiana Martinello da Costa, Especialista em Indigenismo, Controladoria-Geral da União,  

email: cristiana.martinello@cgu.gov.br 
– Vitor Bahia Diniz, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Head of the Division for Environmental Policy,  

email: vitor.bahia@itamaraty.gov.br 
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COLOMBIA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Sergio Salazar, Primer secretario, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores,  

email: sergio.salazar@cancilleria.gov.co 
– Juanita Ariza, Secretaria, Comisión Accidental de Agua y Biodiversidad, Senado de la República, 

email: juanita.ariza@senado.gov.co 
 
 

C. Comité de Apoyo a la Aplicación y el Cumplimiento/ 
Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance 

 
 
– Patricia Madrigal Cordero, email: comite.escazu@cepal.org  
– Guillermo Acuña, email: comite.escazu@cepal.org  
– Andrés Napoli, email: comite.escazu@cepal.org 
– Félix Wing Solís, email: comite.escazu@cepal.org 
 
 

D. Representantes electos del público 
Elected representatives of the public 

 
 
– Mijael Kaufman, email: mijaelkaufman@gmail.com 
– Irene Murillo, email: murilloirene2@gmail.com 
– César Artiga, email: cesar.artiga@asdepaz.org 
– Joara Marchezini, email: joaramarchezini@gmail.com 
– Nicole Leotaud, email: nicole@canari.org 
 
 

E. Secretaría de las Naciones Unidas/ 
United Nations Secretariat 

 
 
– María Candela Zaffiro Tacchetti, Consultora regional, Programa de las Naciones Unidas para  

el Medio Ambiente (PNUMA)/Regional Consultant, UNEP Regional Office for Latin America  
and the Caribbean, email: maria.zaffirotacchetti@un.org  

– John Valdez Torrez, Especialista en derechos humanos y medio ambiente, Oficina del Alto 
Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos (ACNUDH)/Specialist in human 
rights and the environment Office of Central America and the Caribbean of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), email: john.valdeztorrez@un.org 

– Lorena Morales, Coordinadora del programa “Mujeres Cambiando Su Mundo”, Entidad de las 
Naciones Unidas para la Igualdad de Género y el Empoderamiento de las Mujeres (ONU-Mujeres)/ 
Project Manager, “Mujeres Cambiando Su Mundo”, United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and 
the Empowerment of Women UN-WOMEN, email: lorena.morales@unwomen.org 
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F. Público/ 
Public 

 
 
– Alan Valdés, Director Operativo, EcoMaxei, email: hralan.vs@gmail.com 
– Albert Chan Dzul, Coordinador Territorios de Vida, U Yich Lu’um, email: albert.c@iccaconsortium.org 
– Alejandro Caballero, Coordinador, Escazú Ahora México, email: caba.alejandro.llero@gmail.com 
– Alejandro Jaimes, voluntario, Sihyta, email: alebaha66@gmail.com 
– Alice Piva, ENJUVES, Champion del Acuerdo de Escazú, EMAIL: alicemariapiva@gmail.com 
– Ana Paola Mercado Ortega, Reforestamos México, Coo, email: paola@reforestamos.org 
– Ana Restrepo, Coordinación, Plataforma Defensorxs Tierra y Territorio, email: arestrepo@cinep.org.co 
– Anabella Peretta, Departamento de Ambiente Sindicato de Choferes de Camiones,  

email: anabellaperetta@gmail.com 
– Angela Caita, asesor, Comité Técnico, Red de Jóvenes para la RRD Colombia,  

email: angelacaita2017@gmail.com 
– Angélica Barrera, abogada, sector privado Colombia, email: angelicambarrera@yahoo.com.ar 
– Augusta, Lideresa, Organización Regional de los Pueblos Indígenas del Oriente (ORPIO),  

email: jgaticaochoa75@gmail.com 
– Bautista Wille, Licenciado en Gestión Ambiental, email: bwillebille@gmail.com 
– Camila Villamayor, Unión Obreros y Empleados Plásticos, Coordinadora de Ambiente  

y Desarrollo Sostenible, email: camilalvillamayor@gmail.com 
– Carlos Norberto Díaz Delgadillo, Ambientalista, Independiente, email: energisolar12345@gmail.com 
– Carmen Capriles, Coordinadora General, Reacción Climática, email: Carmengato@gmail.com 
– Carolina Rojas López, Environmental Manager, Grenergy, email: crojas@grenergy.eu 
– Constanza Dougnac, Coordinadora, Fima, email: cdougnac@fima.cl 
– Cristián Flores, Champions de Escazú, email: cristcocha@gmail.com 
– Daniel Barragán, Director CIIAT, Universidad Hemisferios, email: danielb@uhemisferios.edu.ec 
– Daniel Villavicencio, Comunicaciones, Derecho, Ambiente y Recursos Naturales,  

email: dvillavicencio@dar.org.pe 
– Diana Suárez, Asesora legal, SPDA, email: dsuarez@spda.org.pe 
– Dina Juc, Coordinadora de Derecho y Cultura, AMPB, email: derechos@alianzamesoamericana.org 
– Ecuador Peralta, Dirigencia, Red de jóvenes indígena de América latina y el Caribe,  

email: antambanaky@gmail.com 
– Eleanor Openshaw, Directora de Programa, ISHR, email: e.openshaw@ishr.ch 
– Elim Yassel Panique Poma, Estudiante, email: elimyasselpp@gmail.com 
– Elmer Chacon, Presidente, Mesa Ambiental Nacional Escazú por Colombia,  

email: elmer.templario17@gmail.com 
– Facundo Rios, Lawyer, UBA, email: facundorios@derecho.com.ar 
– Fátima Contreras, Asesora legal, Sociedad Peruana de Derecho Ambiental, email: fcontreras@spda.org.pe 
– Flor Liliana Chavira Reyes, integrante, Iniciativa Ecofeminaria, email: tradicionmomoxca@gmail.com 
– Fredy Perez, ILC LAC, CNT Guatemala, email: secretariatecnicaeni@congcoop.org.gt 
– Gabriel Concha, Coordinador Comunicaciones, GYBN LAC, email: gaboconchac@gmail.com 
– Gabriela Venegas Romero, Lawyer, Ossa Dagnino Abogados, email: gabriela.vngsr@gmail.com 
– Gerardo Juara, Secretario de ambiente, Agoec.fsac, email: Ambiente@agoec.org.ar 
– Gianella Guillén Fernández, Especialista en Derechos, Derecho, Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, 

email: gguillen@dar.org.pe 
– Gisela Setau, Sadop, Secretaría de educación de delegación Pilar, email: educacion.pilar2023@gmail.com 
– Giselle Quezada, Asociada, Nadbu A.C, email: quezada.g17@gmail.com 
– Giuseppe Villalaz, Mesa Directiva, AMPB – CGG, email: giuse11@gmail.com 
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– Graciela Martínez, Campaigner, Amnesty International, email: graciela.martinez@amnesty.org 
– Guillermo Piovano, Secretario, UNLP, email: guillermopiovano@gmail.com 
– Hernando Hidalgo, Asistente de Programa, DAR, email: hhidalgo@dar.org.pe 
– Hugo Gutiérrez Tarifeño, Director, RIPO, email: tarik@innovaciente.cl 
– Ignacia Essedin, sustainability analyst, ChileCarne, email: miessedin@asociacion.cl 
– Javier Ruiz, Titular de política ambiental y cambio climático, Earth Law Center,  

email: jruiz@earthlaw.org 
– Jenny Gruenberger, Asesora Estratégica, Liga de Defensa del Medio Ambiente,  

email: jennygruenberger@gmail.com 
– Jhoan Sebastián Herrán Sanabria, Coordinador, Life of Pachamama, email: jherran@unal.edu.co 
– Joanna Cornelius, Doctoral Candidate, Faculty of Law, Lund University,  

email: joanna.cornelius@jur.lu.se 
– Jorge Campo, Coordianador del área de derechos humanos y espacios democráticos Trocaire,  

Agencia Católica Irlandesa para el Desarrollo, email jorge.campo@trocaire.org 
– Josué Chavajay, Responsable de Incidencia, Colectivo Tz’unun Ya, email: yoxuas@gmail.com 
– Juan Carlos Alarcón, Coordinador, PBFCC, email: jcarlosalarcon@cambioclimatico.org.bo 
– Juan Carlos Eslait Noriega, Delegado, Junta comunal barrio san Luis Galapa, email: juaneslait@yahoo.com 
– Juan Iglesias, Analista, MAATE -DEIAHTE, email: juaneiglesias@yahoo.com 
– Karen Huere, Onamiap, Juventud, email: Pamelaonamiap@gmail.com 
– Karla Daniela Maass, Regional Advisor, Climate Action Network America Latina,  

email: kmaass@climatenetworklac.org 
– Karla Priego, Coordinadora, Iniciativa Ecofeminaria, email: karlapriegomar@gmail.com 
– Karol Sanabria Ambiente y sociedad, Investigadora, email: Karol.sanabria@urosario.edu.co 
– Kelly Guevara, UNICEF, Children and Youth Engagement in Climate Action,  

email: Kelly.guevarae@gmail.com 
– K’erenda Zambrano, Champions de Escazú, email: kerendazambrano@gmail.com 
– Lesley Muñoz Rivera, Becada, Cultural Survival, email: lesleymr@culturalsurvival.org 
– Liliam Timaná, Coordinadora de comunicaciones, Sociedad Peruana de Derecho Ambiental,  

email: ltimana@spda.org.pe 
– Lisbet, Escola Popular Rosa Luxemburgo, email: eljg90@gmail.com 
– Lopamudra J., Youth ambassador at large, Hindu Institute of International Affairs,  

email, lopamudrajanardhanan@gmail.com 
– Luisa Garcia, Abogada, email: luisagarcia.abogada@outlook.com 
– Manuel Antiman, Fundador, Acción Joven ODS/REDALMA/LCOYCHILE/CMSIODS,  

Coordinador General, Voluntario, Gestor de Alianzas, email: antiman.manuel@gmail.com 
– Mara Bocaletti, Directora, Plataforma Internacional contra la Impunidad,  

email: mb@plataformainternacional.org 
– María Florencia Torres Corpos, Investigadora Jr., Codatecs-UNR, email: mariaflorenciatorres.90@gmail.com 
– María José Lubertino, Presidenta, ACDH, email: Mariajoselubertinob@gmail.com 
– María Laura Carrizo Morales, Coordinadora del Área de Ambiente, Fundeps,  

email: lauracarrizo@fundeps.org 
– María Sabelli, Asambleista, AVATAR, email: elgirocultural@gmail.com 
– Mariana Duarte Rodríguez, Promotora ODS, Red Internacional ODS-México,  

email: marianaduarte290803@gmail.com 
– Mariano Villares, Presidente, Fundación Sustentabilidad sin Fronteras,  

email: marianov@sustentabilidadsf.org.ar 
– Merehana Marino, Representative, Nithyananda Sangha Australia,  

email: ma.dhyanagamya@nithyananda.net.au 
– Mónica Jiménez, Miembro, Red DABV, email: huelladelcielo@gmail.com 
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– Nandhitha Janardhanan, Youth Ambassador at large, The Hindu institute of international affairs, 
email: nnanditha001@gmail.com 

– Natalia Gómez, Climate Change Policy Advisor, EarthRights International, email: natalia@earthrights.org 
– Olimpia Castillo Blanco, Directora, Comunicación y Educación Ambiental SC,  

email: olimpia1410@hotmail.com 
– Pamela Cifuentes Roca, Líder en Comunicaciones, Derecho, Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (DAR), 

email: pcifuentes@dar.org.pe 
– Pamela Ramírez, Especialista legal, SPDA, email: sramirez@spda.org.pe 
– Paola Quiñonez, Presidenta, Fundación Funvimufroin, email: funvimufroincalivalle@gmail.com 
– Patricia McGaw, Secretary, Council of presidents of the Environment, email: pmcgaw@gmail.com 
– Paula Rodriguez, abogada, ECODERECHO, email: rodriguezpaularp@gmail.com 
– Rodrigo Meruvia Soria, Director ejecutivo, Fundación Gaia Pacha, email: ecohormiga@gmail.com 
– Rosely A. Stefanes Pacheco, Profesora/Investigadora, Universidade Estadual de Mato Grosso do Sul, 

email: roselystefanes@gmail.com 
– Rubens Born, Diretor, Fundação Esquel Brasil, email: rubensborn@gmail.com 
– Sofía Murgueytio, Especialista en Proyectos, COICA, email: sofia.murgueytio@coicamazonia.org 
– Sol Klas, Secretaria Nacional de Ambiente, APOC, email: ambiental@apoc.org.ar 
– Tomás Severino, Director, Cultura Ecológica, email: tseverino@culturaecologica.org.mx 
– Vanina Corral, Responsable del Programa Humedales Altoandinos, Área de Política Ambiental 

Fundación Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN), email: vcorral@farn.org.ar 
– Verónica Cornejo, Asesor, HCDMoron, email: veronicaslcornejo@gmail.com 
– Verónica González López, Asesora, Dirección de biodiversidad,  

email: doctoraveronicagonzalezlopez@gmail.com 
– Verónica Zeldis, email: verozeldis@gmail.com 
– Victoria Rosas, Activista, Escazú Ahora México, email: victoria.rosasrs@udlap.mx 
– Vivian Copa, independiente, email: vivian7.cm@gmail.com 
– Yolotli Fuentes, colaboradora, Cultura Ecológica, email: yolotli.fuentes.s@gmail.com 
 
 

G. Secretaría/ 
Secretariat 

 
 
Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL)/Economic Commission  
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
– Carlos de Miguel, Oficial a Cargo, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos/, 

Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division, email: carlos.demiguel@cepal.org  
– David Barrio Lamarche, Oficial de Asuntos Legales, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos 

Humanos/Legal Officer, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division,  
email: david.barrio@cepal.org  

– María Francisca Aguilar, Asistente de Investigación, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos 
Humanos/Research Assistant, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division,  
email: francisca.aguilar@cepal.org  

– Andrea Sanhueza, Oficial de Asuntos Ambientales, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos 
Humanos/Environmental Affairs Officer, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division, 
email: andrea.sanhueza@cepal.org  

– Carla López, Auxiliar Administrativa, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos/ 
Administrative Assistant, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division,  
email: carla.lopez@cepal.org  

– Rocío Noriega, Consultora, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos/ 
Consultant, Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division 
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